New Report Shows Americans Are Squandering Stimulus Checks at the
Gas Pump and Callsfor More Public Transit
Bill in Congress would authorize $1.7B for public transportation in
response to high gas costs

TALLAHASSEE - Without sufficient alternatives to drivingmerican families spent
their entire economic stimulus check on high-priced gastording to new analysis from
the Florida Public Interest Research Group, since Preédglesh signed the tax rebates
into law on February 13 the average household spent over $1500 filling their t&s.
costs were higher than average in areas without robust prasisportation.

The group was joined in releasing its findings today by Um&a&litegal Director for
1000 Friends of Florida and Susie Caplowe representing F&®Nhe Florida League
of Conservation Voters. Together, groups called on Ceadreapprove additional
funding for public transportation as an alternative to lgigh prices.

“Members of our Congressional delegation must give Flanglrelief at the gas pump by
helping them drive less. The state, local governments@mslmers desperately need a
significant increase in federal funding for public transpanteprojects,” said Jud Parker,
Citizen Outreach Director for Florida PIRG.

Since February when President Bush signed the tax rabeidaw, the average cost per
household for gasoline has gone from just over $60 wéeeldimost $100 per week.
Americans have responded to higher gas costs by taking paplgportation at record
rates in areas where it is available. American dritrengeled fewer miles last year for the
first time in almost thirty years.

Transit agencies have meanwhile struggled to keep up withdteased ridership
volume. As early as tomorrow, though, the US Houseepir&entatives will consider
the Saving Energy through Transportation Act, a bill thatild authorize 1.7 billion
dollars to allow public transit agencies across the cguotreduce fares and to expand
services. If this bill is approved the city of Miami wouéteive $36,985,062 over a two
year period and the state of Florida as a whole wouglkive $81,056,172.

“If Congress wants to do something long-term about higlpgess, it will give people
more alternatives to driving,” said Amanda Davison, Fid&thager for Florida PIRG.
“Unless we make it easier to drive less, American fasivill be stuck in neutral as they
spend more and more at the pump.”

Analysis by Florida PIRG shows that public transportaticeated net oil savings totaling
3.4 billion gallons in 2006. This is enough to fuel 5.8 milli@nscfor an entire year and
to save about $13.6 billion in gasoline at today’s priceMiami, public transit saved
30.7million gallons, the equivalent of savi®g25.3at the pump today.

The Florida PIRG-released analysis, which was gereeat¢he Center for
Neighborhood Technology (CNT), also shows that neagintods around the country

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


http://www.docudesk.com

with the best access to transit spent an averagé2® sonthly on all transportation
costs, including gas, insurance, upkeep, and transit faceseHolds in neighborhoods

with the least access to transit, by contrast, spetverage of $925 per month.
http://htaindex.cnt.org.
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