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TrirRaill MDT

To whom it may concern:

On the evening of December 23 and 31 of 2008, | had two grand mal seiZinese
are the most dangerous types of seizur&ghen | went to my neurologist and

diagnosed asgpileptic, | was told that per Florida State law, | could not drive for six
months. The news devastated me to the core, because my profession requires m
drive to visit my clientsl was so concerned and worried about how | would be ablg
get aroundand still be able to fulfill my duties as a sales professional.

| use to live in Spain before, where | did not have a vehicle to get me ardoueled
solely on public transportation to get where | needed to §éhen | received the
diagnosis and t news that | could not drive, | turned to the Miami Dade Public
Transportation system to get me to my appointments. It was difficult as first beca
had to learn how to navigate the Metrorail, Metrobus and Metromover systémas
determined not to I&¢ my diagnosis to curb my enthusiasm, because | love the
company that | work for and my professiohwas able to plan out my sales
appointments with the help of the Miami Dade County 311 phone system, that gu
you with trip planning with Miami Dade dmsit.| call the phone hotline, inform the




representative where | need to go and arrival tinEhe representatives are so helpfy
in planning my transportation via Metrorail and Metrobusam able to know exact
time a metro or bus will arrive at a sp@c stop, and plan out my fard.would consult
the Miami Dade County Transit website for my routeésven had the Miami Dade
County Transit on speed dial on my cell phone!

Also, there would be times when | would need to connect to Broward Countgitra
or Trirail system, as | have several clients in the Broward area aslwauld call the
Broward County Transit Hotline or consult the websites and plan out how | could
connect from Broward County Transit to Miami Dade Transit or catch thaillrDne
day, the Broward County Transit bus driver dropped me off at-Rditistation and let
me know that | could get a discount, transferring from bus te-simething | was
unaware of.| even went to Boca Raton on -fail. Broward Transit and FRail hotline
was on my speed dial on my cell phone.

After my six months were up in June 2009, | was able to drive abaiould still take
public transportation from time to time to get to downtown Miami, because it is so
awful to park there.

However in October 2009, | had another seizure while | was driving at nightsn |
Thankfully, | did not get into an accident and | was-shkmow God was watching ov4
me that night. Again | could not drive for another six month&nd again, | was
devastated, jushas | was starting to drive again.

But | was not going to let this stop my determination to keep going and do whate\
is | had to do to get to my sales appointmen@nce more, | relied on public
transportation to get me to my meetirsy

On April 17, 1 was able to submit my paperwork to Florida Department of
Transportation to lift the suspension on my driver's license, since | have been sei
free for six months.The next few days to my surprise, my regional sales director s
out an email to our Southeast region that | had the highest sales for the month of
March.

| could not believe it!

With my determination to not let my epilepsy or condition bring me down, | was a
to be the best salesperson in the regionam in the process reinstating my license,
and | am waiting for the decision from the Medical Board Revieam still taking
public transportation until reinstatement of my license.

But, if had not been for public transportation, | would not have been ablestthb
best salesperson, reach my goals and learn about myself that you can accomplis
anything by not focusing on the obstacles, but overcoming the challenges.

Plus on my way to a sales appointment, | saw the billboard on Miami Dade Metro
today aboutthis contest and | knew | had to share my story.

Tri-Raill MDT

In my 30plus years of working, | have never taken public transportation. | always




drove a car, by myself. I live in West Palm Beach and last June | started a job in
Kendall, 87 miles awa | drove to work each day, spending over $600 per month ¢
gas. This April, I looked into riding TriRail and MetroRail to get to work. The Met
station is right across the street from my office. With free parking at TriRall, it's jy
$100 a monthThat's $500 a month savings, all while helping the environment! M
commute is only 30 minutes longer than driving, but without the traffic headacheg
maintenance cost. | utilize the time on the trains to work on my laptop, send pers
emails, or tatake a nap. | couldn't do any of this in my car.

| have met new friends while commuting that | never would have met otherwise.
gentleman is a psychologist working with trauma patients.

My wife is just finishing her Masters in psychology and wasdedng how she would
get started in her new field. During a conversation, the gentleman offered his
information and said he would like to speak to my wife about her career. | alsom
botanist who told me about plants that | can add to my landscaprajtract
butterflies and other norpest insects. He told me of programs offered by the cour
that give you those plants for free, to help the environment. My yard now looks g

All this in just 6 weeks of riding transit. All while saving &880 per month and
using less energy. All of this while relaxed and carefree, meeting new friends, be
productive for my job, or doing personal tasks.

It's been an excellent experience riding TriRail/Metro.

Tri-Raill MDT

It all started when my mom ahl took our first ride on a FRail train about three (3)
years ago and loved it.

Our first adventure was a big on&ly mom and | packed up our backpacks and
plotted out our route to the Miami Sea AquariuriVe got off our bikes at the Miami
Airport Station and headed eastt was a crazy day. My mom's tire hit a hole at one
point and fell. | could not stop and road into heNo worries she was fine, with only
minimum blood being lostWhen we almost arrived at the aquarium we looked up
while on Bickell and learned that the Metro Rail goes right where we need to go,
without riding about ten (10) miles each wawe still laugh about that today, but tha
was our first introduction to the Metro RaiFrom there everything exploded in rega
to our knowledge of how all of the public transportation is all interconnected and |
awesome the system is all throughout South Floridée turned to the Internet for
our information and the websites that are availablM/e now use the T4Rail, Metro
Rail andbus system to get us to an endless amount of excursions.

Our favorite is a day trip to the Gold Coast Train MuseWe. catch the 10:38am
southbound THRai. We jump on the Metro Rail to South Dadelanthen we take bug
252. Our most favorite experience is the 252 bus drive who befriendedHeegave
me the rickname "Cho Cho"He was the best!!!He shared with me the life of a bus
driver. How the fare machine works, how the doors work, how a bus driver has tq
have 50 million eyes to watch all the traffic and how they meet/interact with all tyy
of different, unique and cool people.




The funniest story | have to
, share has to do with my mom,
of course. | invited a friend of
mine, Michael, to take from one
end to the other TrRail ride.
When we finally got to the
station, sure enough the
southbound trainwas right on

® time. We were jumping up and
down waiting for our tickets to
be processedThe train pulled
up and we stood by the open

doors yelling at my mom to,
"hurry up" at the top of our
lungs. She did an all out
sprint like a crazy and just
made itthrough the doors.
We also laugh about that
one to this day.

In conclusion, | want to
thank all of the people
responsible for running the
transportation system.They
have befriended my mom
and me over the years and
taught me so much.

TriRail /IMDT

Yesterday, my wife and | decided on the spur of the moment to take a trip to Miar
for the day. We arrived at Mangonia Station before 10 AM, purchased our R/T faf
using your automated ticket machines and boarded theRHEil train. Total cost for
both of us, $13.80 senior fare. Before noon we arrived at the Metrorail Transfer
Center, were greeted by a very friendly and informative agent who issued us an f
Ticket for local transportation. Relaxing ride, no traffic hassles, no tolls, no parkin
seartes or fees, no fuel expense.

We boarded the Metrorail train and soon found ourselves at the Government Cer|
Station where we transferred to the Metromover. At every step, when we had
guestions, we wer@ssisted by extremely helpful transit personnihe
Metromovertook us to Bayside where we spent a delightflidirs, shopping and
having lunch. We then boarded a transit bus to get to South Beach, all on the sar
ticket. Six stops later we were at Lincoln Road, ready for another wonderful shop
andstrolling experience and a walk on the beach.

Once we had completed the Lincoln Road visit, weaarded the city transit bus for {

return to the nearest Metromover station. Once again, your agents were ready to




assist us with directions to the corrdate for return to the Metrorail and eventually
to the TriRail station.

After a relaxing ride in attonditioned comfort we were back West Palm before
9:00 PM. very happy and appreciative for a terrific ol adventure and we wanted
to let you knav. | repeat, no traffic, no parking fees, no tolls, no fuel expense. A G
Green Day!

Tri-Rail / MDT

In March of 2005 | was 8 months pregnant, | had a career with the Department of
Corrections, and | had a car. A nice car a 2004 Mitsubishi Galant and loved it. | ¢
remember my exact words on a warm and sunny afternoon, "we will never have t
catch the bs." Those words are now the reason why | am writing this story. My lif
changed dramatically in the last five years and the bus and thraitihas been my

main forms of transportation. This is coming from the one who said "l would neve
Well you know bw the old saying goes, never say never. Now, | am so very grate
for the Public Transportation, because without it | would have no means of getting
school, picking up my daughter from school or even getting to doctor's appointme

| resigned fron my position with Corrections for medical reasons, and that signfica
reduced my income. | lost my car but | still needed to get around. Public
Transportation, for me mainly the Miami Dade Bus has helped me to remain
active.The recent changes to theidni Dade system has decreased waiting time a
you can get around now more accurately and fluently. Also, with the newE&asly
system youlepart fromstops fasterpecause people can board and be seated quic
Its less stress on the drivers aadjuicker means to our destinations as passengers.
Catching the bus can seem like a drag but truly it is ftajives you time to read,
think, and explore new possibilities.

| decided to go back to college and take non credit classes so that | may purswe 3
career. | did not have a problem with that decision because the bus runs convien
my home right into the college. With good trip planning and patience the Florida
Transit system can replace having a car. Who does not want the freedom of havi
vehicle, but when you don't have a car life does not go on hold. You don't have td
your job, or take your kid out school. Just have a little patience and discipline you
and you can continue with life as normal.

In close | would like to share amxperience | had on March 28 on bus 05183. | took
bus number down because | wanted to call report this to the supervisor. This see
like a better way to tell someone thankyou. After a difficult morinimgd picked my
daughter up from school angbarded a bus to the Publix Pharmacy. | wasnt sure o
how to get therebut the driver was very helpful. He alerted me when we were ned
my destination and also when | got theide was very polite and after a day like a h
that really what was on the menu.fAendly and helpful bus driver can be the
difference in your day. | am grateful for public transportation and can appreciate 4
well organized system that we have in Florida right know. It's not perfect but it is
good and | again am grateful. | hassught many buses and will continue to use pulk
transportation as long as | have to.




TrirRaill MDT

| do everything backwardd. &G NI SR NBOe Of Ay3a lLale |
organic because my mother gardenddcarpooled for the companyl. stopped using
aerosol because | liked mouskdrove with the windows down because | liked fres
air. And I ride the bus/teNJ A £ 0 SOF dza S Nb oneealzt said hé jguthédy
G2 0SAy3 aINBSYe |dotny first @ar whéh | iay 164y it 2980y
was a 1978 Dodge Aspen that | drove for 7 yeadsove it to the coner store, | drove
it down the hill to work, | drove it 4 hours home to see my mothlegot on my first
bus when | was 35 “%.am 36 nowg and a few pounds lighter.

. dzi G Kl GQa G Nz eridetteibus in RSt Laugetdale, io0 SogoBUE A
Creek, and in Miamil ride the trirail, t00.2 KAt S A G &l ayQia Yye
my fondness grows every dalhave no worries about car insurance, car payment,
speeding tickets, road rage or getting lossave money while | save the earth
watch people, | meet people, | avoid people and I relayf G KS a6 A3 O
transit is what everyone doesthe rich, the poor, people working, the unemployed,
every race, musicians, artists, republicans, lawyers, custodians, even politicians

L OFy G8tf @&2dzs L 1y26 21h NARSE &K
@ 2dzQNB Y A a Baim drbbvetieBuSated, dx@idie class, white female who is
employed.lridethebus!! YR ¢gKSy LQY I (%3 QA o f@ings
the bus, just do it once.

Tri-Rail/ MDT

How does one keep the amounting millions of south Florida residents from driving
their private vehicles on any given day? It is more important to answer this questi
than to leave it as a rhetorical inquiry. As if the problem of a massive transit comn
and neverending traffic waits were not enough, there is an even worse problem
requiring attention: that of carbon gas emission into the atmosphere.

To find an answer to the question above it is possible to search for many smart
answers and propositionsut why engage in such a time consuming task when on




Oy aAYLX @& YSyldAzy Cft2NARIQ& tdzmfAO
a giant and immensely important help in this urbanized area. From the more than
twenty percent of South Floridhs who make resourceful usage of the different kin
of public transportation such as bus, metro rail, osrail the benefit comes in large
and | myself ate a piece of that cake.

As a Miami student | rode the bus for many years. | could always couatriwing on
school on time and at a low cost. What else can you ask for? But the Florida Pub
Transportation still had more to offer. Near the proximity of my house | can make
count of three different bus routes that allowed me to navigate around fheto
places such as the mall or Downtown. Transportation in large helps to mobilize
hundreds of people to different destinations without expending the huge amounts
gas that otherwise would be used by each person. | bet that most people will talk
low costs, so | figured to personally say that | had time to take a nap while someg
gave me a ride. Now | know you want that too.

TrirRail /MDT

I live in Riviera Beach and work in downtown Miami-RE&il and Metrorail allow me
to get to work everydayefreshed and eager to go. | tell anyone who will listen tha
am the poster child for transit. My day starts at 4:30 a.m. | catch the 6:00 a.m. trg
the Mangonia TrRail station, with my tote and lunch bag in my hand and my
commuter shoes on my &t; | transfer at 79th Street to Metrorail and arrive at the
Overtown Transit Village, walking into my office around 8:05 each day. The first |
do when boarding the train and taking my favorite window seat, is to read my
meditation for the day; | tan check my Blackberry and iPhone for emails and texts
LINEOSSR (12 LR2NB 20SNJ Y& GK2YSg2N] ¢ |
observe the people on the train. | think I will write a book. There have been the (¢
men with holey shirts; a motheand child making cat sounds; the guy with the
K2YSYIFRS aAl YA 52fLKAYya KSEYSG GFf 1A
aGAtf Y& oloexy e2dz {y2¢ L (20S @&2dzx¢
constantly clanking a pocket full of afge. And then there was the Raggedy Ann I3
in full regalia, red suitcase in hand, taking the early morning train to entertain the
children at Jackson, as thanks for the care she once received there. There is the|
who boards at the Hollywood stop whalks to anyone and knows something about
everything. | have made TRiail friends. | know the schedule by heart. While therg
are occasional delays, | patiently wait. | could be clenching my teet®@®n Thanks
for public transit.

TriRail / 95
Express

My job took me to Miami, how would | get there | thought. started taking TriRatl a
very nice, pleasant journey | must sdymet many nice, friendly people on the train
especially a group of four Jamaican ladies that were so warm, kinelesmgs willing
to give advice... Jane was like a guardian angel to me always making sure | was
the right way. We all became very close frienddhey told me about a friend of theirs
that they would see on the train now and again, yes a nmaventwally | met him (Mr.
Charmer).1 thought to myself no way am | going out with him (heard too many
stories), well he tried his best to get me to go on a date with him, eventually | gav
| still thought to myself hmmm not too sure about thisWe wenton many more
plesant dates...

Itis now 1 year and 3 months later and | am stith Mr. Charmer and we are both
very happy and still datingSo | met my love on TriRaithank you TriRail, but my




story does not stop here | now take the 98 Expiieshe mornings and eveningd
enjoy looking out the window of the bus not having to worry about the traffic, stre
and some of those crazy drivers out therécan always depend on the bus and it
saves so much time not to forget the money | save alsoltheuld use for gas | still
take TriRail mostly on the weekendsd will always take TriRailhanks to the public
transportation | have met someone | really do care abauy special someone
thank you.

10.

Tri-Rail

In 2001 | was overseas on a military base. My wife decided to move to South Flo
take a job in journalism. After living with friends for a while and renting we were a|
to finance a house in Tamarac. Less than a year after that, | was transfeatesic.
My office is in West Palm Beach.

Using the trrail | am able to get to work and leave my wife the one vehicle we hag
the time so that she could continue to work. Withouttail we would have had to bu
a new vehicle capable of the 120 mitauind trip every day or lose one of our incomg
The later would have likely meant losing the house as well.

Even with a new vehicle it would have been very difficult. Fuel prices were rising
steadily, insurance premiums after the storms more than trijled R Y& g A 1
has become spotty with the newspapers going bankrupt and putting themselves |
sale. For many in South Florida, the good times are gone and the tough times arg
threatening.

We did eventually buy a new truck. The 1996 truck bectoneaunreliable for the
freelancing my wife had to turn to after losing her full time positi@ut even the
freelancing budgets are being cut.

To compensate | have taken a second job writing programs for the University of
Florida. And with a portable amputer | can do that while riding the train. Instead of
losing two hours a day fighting traffic, burning expensive gas and wearing out ouf
reliable vehicle, | can make ends meet.

I know | am much better off than others | see riding the train. Evepyhdadreds ride
from Miami or surrounding areas to Roca to work as caretakers and house clean;
see construction workers with their tools, day laborers being picked up at the stat]
and other government employees riding long miles for wdgken theairlines use tr
rail to transfer pilots and crew.

With congestion on 195 pushing it to LOS F during rush hours and the other
transportation corridors adding expense to an already expensive daily necessity,
rail is the one nortksouth access strip thanakes hundreds if not thousands of jobs
feasible.

Sure some folks would switch to driving and that would result in a few more
mechanics but a significant portion of that revenue stream would go to out of stat




fuel suppliers and parts manufacturer§he money multiplying effect from lost
incomes and bleed out of revenue would be quite negative.

South Florida is no longer growing; it is losing population daily. This is largely dug
housing costs in affluent areas and high unemployment in less affareas. | am
adz2NB GKS ySEG OSyada gAtt OFdzasS | NB

Without tri-rail that would probably be a lot worse as it changes the dynamic away
FTNRBY /FEAF2NYALFIQa AGRNAGS GAff eabdzoljd
afford getting to a job and being able to afford to live off what it pays. The folks th
Y2@S 2dzi I NByQli ySOSaalNE GKS 2ySa i
St aSgKSNB:zZ (KS& INB GKS O2NB 27ono2iK
Teachers, health care workers, military support personnel, construction workers..

Therein lays the quality of our lives.

11.

Tri-Rail

Taking TrRail every day from Pompano Beach and having the ability to transfer
utilizing MiamiDade Transit to the k&echobee station saves me from putting over
100 miles on my car five days a week and several hundred dollars irvjas.
employer is signed up under the Corporate Discount Bfebling many of my
colleagues to receiva 25% Discount oour monthlyticket purchase My employer
also is signed up wittWageWorks, enabling commutets put aside a monthly
amount for transit with prepaid dollars.

The TrRail trains run every 20 minutes during peak rush hours in the morning an
evening, making it convenient to catch several traimhave a lot of confidence in thg
SFRTAThey have listened to commuter feedbaahkd are making immediate changg
and anticipating future transportation issues in South Florida.

Did you know that it takes almost five years for an individual to secure a parking 4
along most of the NJ Transit Lines®lividuals who want or need to utilize public
transportationin NJ are forced to take early morning trains just to secure alternati
parking near each of the stations (if they are luck§-RTA is already building
additional parking sites near many of it's stations, tausiding what | will call the
New Jersey timma in the very near future.




12.

Tri-Rail

| spent the first couple of years in my new job at the port of Miami trapped in the (
commute on 495. Most mornings | arrived at work stressed and with a pounding
headache from the congestion and fumé&mne evening while driving home through i
thunderstorm there was a crashing noise behind me. In my rear view mirror and
both sides of me | saw cars spinning like tops. Somehow | passed through unsca
arriving home exhausted and shaken.

The next moring the traffic reporter announced thatd5 southbound was closed du
to a serious accident. My morning commute would be measured in hours. Right t
made the decision to try commuting by -Rail. What a refreshing and pleasant
change! | never lookedack.

It's been over two years of commuting by first-Rail and now the-85 Express bus. |
now have two hours of my day back. | read, catch up on news, chat with my trang
buddies, or listen to music. | arrive at work refreshed and | make it honmteaaming
with energy to enjoy the rest of my day. My commuting time is now truly "me" timq
would not trade that found time for the perils 0Pb.

13.

Tri-Rail

This is somewhat a funny story to me.

The first week of April, | was riding the-tail with my son and daughter. This
particular day, we were headed northbound going to Fort Lauderdale as we do e
weekday. | was basically in a BIG RUSH leaving my home and | usually feed my
before we leave the house, so of course they were hungry. Wheearwed to the tri
rail/metro rail transfer station, my kids were begging me to go buy them somethin
from the snack shop in the back of the transfer station. | saw that we had some ti
before the trirail came so | took them over and bought them sonieghto eat. Before
| realized it, the trrail was here and | got on it with out purchasing my ticket. Becal
of the person | am, | felt bad and | went to the security officer that was on thaitri




at that moment and told him my situation. He told metrio worry, what he would dg
is call ahead to the next security lady (Patty) and explain to her that there would [
lady (me) on board with two kids and has forgotten to purchase her ticket prior to
boarding. He told me that she will give me a warningas so relieved because somq
of those security officers can be very NASTY when checking passengers and the|
no ticket. So as the lady officer approached meontheid- A f  Yé& a2y
0KS L12tAOS A& 02 YAy 33 ¢ome eBause | férdotitadFbuycthe
GAO01SG 0ST¥F2NB ¢S 320 2y GKS (NI AyIE
R2y Qi oFydG G2 32 G2 2FAt OFy ¢S 3Si
was the funniest thing | had ever heard or saw. déyghter was scared and was
f221Ay3 a AT &4KS ¢l & [ o062dzi G2 ONRO
32 G2 21 Afdé 2KSYy G4KS 2FFAOSNI O YS |
son started asking her all kinds of questions. | waseful that she talked to them in 4
way that calmed their spirits down from being scared. Now my kids love riding thé
rail again. | thought this story was funny enough to share and make others laugh.

you feel that my story meets what you are lookfiog please call or email me.
F = N

14. | TriRall
Good afternoon,
| was a "brand new" Floridian and got a job in Miami Downtowhhe first day, |
drove and got lost... came back home with a "big headache" and got the "stress
syndrome" of 195... | thenheard, the second day, abolWiRIRAIL!!! This discovery
changed my life!!!
| have been riding TFRail for 8 years now and "LOVE"lithm a big "reader" and my
books are never big enough!!!
During those years, | went through the "double trackimgcess" and experienced
delays... but now, it is absolutely perfect!!!d
| have attached a picture of one of my first trips on-RRIL
Thanks!

15. | TriRall Sue lives in Sawgrass, FL and travels to Palm Beach County everyday erailhé {8




awonderful way to travel for me. #1; | lease my vehicle, #2; | feel gas will never g
down in price again, #3; fighting traffic is getting worse and the economy is in suq
slump these days everyone is so stressed out, it is relaxing.

16.

Tri-Rail

| have beae riding TrRail for 6 years. | pass the-Rail station every day on my way
work. Our company offered the EDP discount and there was a bus at the other ef
take us to the front door of our office. That is when | decided to ride the train. | ha
saved a bundle with gas and wear and tear of my car. | have met many nice peof
and have some interesting stories. When [ first started to ride there was only one
and we use to say the train was on time if it was 30 minutes late. We were alwayy
stopping in the middle of no where usually waiting on other trains. One day the trg
was 45 minutes late and we had to stop to wait further down the track. We were
sitting in the middle of no where for ovan hour when one of the riders called-Rail
to seewhat was the hold up. FRailcouldn't tell what was wrong and the

rider responded stating well you could at least send some pizza and drinks we're
hungry. The people on the train all started laughamgl then everyone started talking
about their storiesof their travels on the train. Riding the train now has improved
tremendously that | recommend it to others all the time.

17.

Tri-Rail

In April of 2006 | landed a job in a financial entity in Brickell. | was very happy wit
new job and started my dailsommutes by driving the 10.4 miles from my house to
my office, and spending about 1.5 hours on the road, each way.

By the time I finished the day | was tired and upset, most of the time after having
dealwith reckless drivers and the horrible traffone month later | stopped driving tq
work and started riding the train. The benefitave been many. | spend less time aw
from home. My ride takes only 15 minutéem Dadeland to Brickell. In the
afternoons | get home with plenty of time to help my

daudhter with homework.

5dz2NAy3a (GKAA GAYSSE Ye az2y o6SOIFYS 2tR
the week there was no need to buy a car for him. We share my car, one less car
road means less gas consumption, less pollution.

Bynothavingi 2 o6dz2 | y2i0KSNJ OFNE L KIF @SyQi
wear and tear of my car, less money spend on tires, oil and gas. All these benefit
only $80 a month. Yes, $80 is what | spend monthly on my train fare. Great deal!
My family haseen hit by this recession and the money that | have saved by using
train | used it for basic things and to pamper my children.

2KAES 2y GKS GNIAYS L dzas GKS GAYS @
check my emails from my phone.

Taking the train to work is the best thing | can do for myself, my family and the pli

18.

Tri-Rail

A little over 9 years ago | was working for a company in Sunrise Florida. At lunch
550 of us were called into a mandatory meeting. At this meeting we were told tha
were all being let go and the company was closing effective today. As we walked
of the meeting each person was met by security where we were escorted to our g
we were given 2 boxes and told to pack our personal belongings then escorted td
car. It took almost 6 months for me to find another job and had to change my




professionto get a job.

I live in Hollywood and my job is in West Palm Beach. | started driving but, in a 6
month period | put over 20000 miles on my car. This without calculating the amoy
that | was spending on gas as well as wear and tear on my vehicle. tst@itek for
another job when Trrail started doing a major advertising push. | thought | would {
it for a week and see how | liked it. 9 years later | am still a dedicated rider almos
every day. Most days | read the newspaper other days | chat wglpddiave met on
the train and on the days one of us falls asleep we all watch out for each other.

I know these are difficult times all over but, considering among police cuts, fire cu
teacher cuts, cuts of the arts and music in our school system, as well as anywher
you feel you can make cuts, they are talking about cutting highway fundghif/ay
funds get cut then would you not want more people to ride public transportation &
get people off the roads? | truly do understand that times are tough but, people a
having to travel much further to find a job and most of us cannot afford to nh@ve
accommodate this new job. Work with us.

19.

Tri-Rail

In August of 2009, | underwent shoulder surgery that resulted in an unexpected §
month recovery. During most of that time, | was unable to drive. | began to use th
local broward county transit buservice to my doctor visits and physical therapy
appointments while my husband dropped off and picked up our son from his bus
The time on the bus allowed me to study for my online classes. | began to unders
and write, the stress faded away and eonsistent B average turned into an A
average. | decided it was time to change my life and focus on my health and well
being. | informed my husband that | would not longer be driving from Hollywood t
North Miami daily, but would be commuting by bike;rail and bus. Cycling allowed
me to incorporate the much needed exercise into my daily routine; it has also gre
reduced my stress. The time on the bus has allowed me much needed time for
reflection. And the trrail is just the absolutely most enjoyl@bwvay to commute. My
son and | now plan our weekends via public transportatifimere is no turning back
now!
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My name is Adam, and I'm a Junior in high school. | volunteer my time at the
Pinellas County Schools Largo Administration BuildingRDS TV 14, their
broadcasting TV department. I'm constantly involved with shooting events, and
because | have no transportation, | ride the very environmentally friendly PSTA. 1
reduced student fare is amazing, and the great deals are endless. ielFgdrwas
shooting the soccer district games at Peood Stadium in Tampa for a variety of 1
shows, and on one of those days, | was given a break to just relax. | then receive
from my producer who told me to meet him at Tampa Internationabait to
interview the Haitian Ambassador to the United States. | was devastated that | ha
ride, but immediately looked up a PSTA route. | took the very convenient 100X bl
over the Gandy Bridge and made a quick transfer to the 30 bus that took mietstra
Tampa International. | was just on time to the Airport, and went up to the county
conference rooms where | caught the Haitian Ambassador coming out with his
security, and had the privilege to conduct a personal interview with him about the
earthquakein Haiti, money, tariffs, and why he was in Florida. PSTA gave me the
proudest, most outstanding moment in my life, and I'm forever grateful. They hav
been able to get me to any event | need to be at when it comes to my growing ca
in TV, and withoutliem, my portfolio would not be as impressive as it is. | owe so




much thanks to PSTA for being the reason that | can advance in my career. Thar
PSTA.

21.

PSTA

Rethink PSTA

Riding the bus in Pinellas County is convenient, inexpensive, and safe. | have
discovered new places, met new friends, gotten homework done, and saved mon

There are many businesses that | would never have noticed speeding past in my
places to eatmake copies, and best of all, relax with a cup of coffee.

Using the bus puts me into the community. | meet people from the neighborhood
| would not get the chance to ordinarily in my rush to go somewhere. Several of n
classmates and eworkers takethe bus. Letting the professionals do the driving letg
us learn more about each other. Those drivers are my new friends too. | welcome
chance to break away from my selécupied world.




Avoiding traffic alone is a great reason to ride PSTA. | got thidlagtand Peacen
the bus. The St.Petersburg Times is available on the bus. | talk to others about th
headlines while sharing sections with them. | can talk and text all | want on my ce
phone without being a hazard behind the wheel.

| can get anywhere | want to go. The Pinellas County Transit Authority buses go
everywhere. They are reliable. The PSTA website has a convenient trip planner.
type the starting and ending addresses aingives me all the details.

Considering the car payment, insurance and gas cost, along with the price of par
and repairs | used to pay, the $55 each month for an unlimited ride pass is a barg

Discounts are available for seniors, students, aredisabled. A single ride for a non
discounted passenger is $1.75; it is almost always a bargain to get the monthly p
that offers the freedom to be on the go.

The environmental cost for the convenience of personal vehicles is growing. The
United Statess falling behind in removing cars from the road. Fewer cars means |
noxious gases entering the air, less consumption of oil and gas, and less conges
the road. See you onboard.
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I am such a huge fan of public transportation, | relaipe my story (below) helps
convince more people to use it!




